
Quilt Labels 
Complete the Story

Preserving history and legacy ~
one quilt at a time



Why Talk About Quilt Labels?

❖ Quilts often outlive their makers

❖ Without labels, stories get lost

❖ Labels give quilts a voice



Quilts as History

❖ Most antique quilts were unlabeled

❖ They were passed down through the generations

❖ Many details were lost over time



Quilts are artifacts not just bedding

❖ Women’s creative work was often unrecorded

❖ Quilt historians needed documentation to tell the story

❖ Labels preserve personal and cultural history



Tell Your Story

❖ Identify the maker
❖ Record dates and locations
❖ Preserve family stories
❖ Add sentimental & historical 

value



Designing your labels

Your label can be:

❖ Simple or decorative
❖ Traditional or modern
❖ Serious, poetic, or playful

Design choices:

❖ Shape and size
❖ Font or handwriting
❖ Color and contrast



What do you want your label to convey?

Include information important to you:

❖ Creators name(s)
❖ Year completed
❖ Recipient’s name
❖ Quilt title
❖ Pattern name and designer
❖ Where it was made
❖ Occasion or inspiration



Bringing your label to life

❖ Handwrite  
❖ Print on fabric sheets 
❖ Hand or machine embroidered
❖ Piece or appliqué 
❖ Custom stamps with fabric ink
❖ Photo labels



So I made a label, now what?

Attaching your label:

❖ Hand-stitch (whip or ladder stitch)
❖ Machine-stitch into backing
❖ Appliqué 
❖ Sew into the binding

Remember to:

❖ Secure all edges
❖ Avoid fusible-only labels for longevity



Where does it go?

❖ Pieced into the quilt pattern itself

❖ Lower back corner - straight or triangle

❖ Center back

❖ Near the hanging sleeve

❖ Integrated into the quilt back design



Remember why labels matter

❖ Labels are the quilt artist’s signature
❖ Our quilts may travel farther than we expect
❖ Families change
❖ History fades without accurate records
❖ Proof of ownership/creation



So use your snowdays wisely

❖ Warm up while labeling the quilts you’ve already made

❖ Make labeling part of your quilt finishing routine

❖ Labels ensure a little part of your story lives on in each 
piece.



Inspiration 










