
The Memphis Cotton Museum Presents
Delta Threads Quilt Show 2026
“Quilting My America”                                                         
October 1st - 30th, 2026

• Throughout American history quilts have long served 
as powerful canvasses for political expression, 
storytelling, and celebration. This year the Cotton 
Museum is celebrating America’s 250th anniversary of 
the Declaration of Independence through quilts!

• We are looking for works that capture the spirit, 
history, values, and personal voices of America. 
Through fabric you can express your unique 
perspectives of where we started and how we have 
grown as a nation. Speak out through art!

• There will be cash prizes for first ($300), second 
($200), and third ($100 ) places!  See registration for 
details.



Guidelines – Delta Threads Quilt show 2026
• Quilts must measure 24 inches x 24 inches (finished 

size).
• Quilts do not require a binding if unconventional 

finished edges are part of the design element.
• Quilts must reflect the theme: “Quilting My America”

– Celebrating 250 Years.”
• Interpretation may include traditional, historical, 

modern, abstract, or symbolic designs. Any 
controversial political content must be in good taste.

• Quilt must consist of three layers (top, batting, 
backing) and be securely quilted.

• Any quilting method is allowed: hand, domestic 
machine, or longarm.

• Embellishments are permitted but must be securely 
attached.

• Fabric must be the primary material, and red, white, 
and blue colors must be represented in your quilt 
but your quilt is not limited to these colors.

• Mixed media elements are allowed if securely 
fastened.

• A 3-inch hanging sleeve must be attached to the back 
as well as a label.

• A label must include:  maker’s name, quilt title, contact 
information

• Each participant may submit up to 2 entries.
• Quilts must be the original work of the entrant.

Judging criteria may include:
• Creativity & originality
• Interpretation of theme
• Design & composition
• Workmanship
• Visual impact

• Deadline for registration – September 1, 
2026

• Deadline to turn in quilt – September 25, 
2026. Contact Karen Lightman for 
arrangements or deliver to Cotton 
Exchange building at 65 Union Ave, 
Memphis TN 38103 by 9/25/2026

• Limited space available so get registrations 
in soon!

• For more information, please email 
karenlightman@gmail.com
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